LGBTQIA+ Storylines
Recommended Book List

Infant-Preschool
Love Makes a Family- Sophie Beer
Love is baking a special cake. Love is lending a helping hand. Love is reading one more book. In this exuberant board book, many different families
are shown in happy activity, from an early-morning wake-up to a kiss before bed. Whether a child has two moms, two dads, one parent, or one of
each, this simple preschool read-aloud demonstrates that what's most important in each family's life is the love the family members share (Ages 0-3)
Daddy, Papa and Me- Leslea Newman
Rhythmic text and illustrations with universal appeal show a toddler spending the day with its daddies. From hide-and-seek to dress-up, then bath
time and a kiss goodnight, there's no limit to what a loving family can do together. Share the loving bond between same-sex parents and their
children in this hearttwearming story of family. (Ages 0-3)
Baby’s First Words- Stella Blackstone
"Spend the day with a busy baby and her two dads, and learn the words for things you do and see along the way! This innovative first-words book
features labels for objects, actions and sound effects, as well as a fun seek-and-find element." (Ages 0-3)
Families Belong- Dan Saks
This deliciously warm board book is an appreciation of the unconditional love and comfort shared within a family. Through a handful of specific yet
universal scenarios, from singing songs together to sharing food together, from dancing together to lying still together, this book invites the youngest
readers to celebrate what it means for a family to be truly together. (Ages 1-3)
My Two Moms and Me- Michael Joosten
Families with same-sex parents are celebrated in this board book that follows busy moms and their kids throughout their day—eating breakfast,
going on a playdate, heading to the pool for a swim, and settling back in at night with a bedtime story and a good-night lullaby. (Ages 1-4)
Plenty of Hugs- Fran Manushkin
Two mommies spend a sunny day with their toddler in this cozy, rhyming picture book that is a loving celebration of family. This cheerful book
follows a family from morning to night in lively rhyme that rolls off the tongue. There's a buzz for each bug, and a breeze for each tree, and plenty of hugs
for you and me. The toddler and mommies take a morning bike ride to a farm stand, they visit a zoo in the afternoon, and in the evening there's the
bath and storybook routine before the child is tucked cozily into bed. (Ages 2-5)
Uncle Bobby’s Wedding- Sarah Brannen
Chloe loves, loves, LOVES her special uncle Bobby. So when she learns that Uncle Bobby is going to be getting married to his boyfriend Jamie she's
not at all pleased. What if Uncle Bobby doesn't have time to play with Chloe anymore? But after spending a fun-filled day with Bobby and Jamie, she
soon realizes she's not losing an uncle, but gaining a whole new one! (Ages 3-5)
And Tango Makes Three- Justin Richardson
At the penguin house at the Central Park Zoo, two penguins named Roy and Silo were a little bit different from the others. But their desire for a
family was the same. And with the help of a kindly zookeeper, Roy and Silo got the chance to welcome a baby penguin of their very own.(Ages 2-5)
Annie’s Plaid Shirt- Stacy B. Davids
Annie loves her plaid shirt and wears it everywhere. But one day her mom tells Annie that she must wear a dress to her uncle's wedding. Annie
protests, but her mom insists and buys her a fancy new dress anyway. Annie is miserable. She feels weird in dresses. Why can't her mom
understand? Then Annie has an idea. But will her mom agree? Annie's Plaid Shirt will inspire readers to be themselves and will touch the hearts of
those who love them. (Ages 3-8)

Early Elementary
When Aiden Became a Big Brother-Kyle Lukoff
When Aidan was born, everyone thought he was a girl. His parents gave him a pretty name, his room looked like a girl's room, and he wore clothes that
other girls liked wearing. After he realized he was a trans boy, Aidan and his parents fixed the parts of his life that didn't fit anymore, and he settled
happily into his new life.
Then Mom and Dad announce that they're going to have another baby, and Aidan wants to do everything he can to make things right for his new
sibling from the beginning--from choosing the perfect name to creating a beautiful room to picking out the cutest onesie. But what does "making
things right" actually mean? And what happens if he messes up? With a little help, Aidan comes to understand that mistakes can be fixed with honesty
and communication, and that he already knows the most important thing about being a big brother: how to love with his whole self.
When Aidan Became a Brother is a heartwarming book that will resonate with transgender children, reassure any child concerned about becoming an
older sibling, and celebrate the many transitions a family can experience. (Ages 5-7)
Julián Is a Mermaid-Jessica Love
While riding the subway home from the pool with his abuela one day, Julián notices three women spectacularly dressed up. Their hair billows in brilliant
hues, their dresses end in fishtails, and their joy fills the train car. When Julián gets home, daydreaming of the magic he’s seen, all he can think about is
dressing up just like the ladies in his own fabulous mermaid costume: a butter-yellow curtain for his tail, the fronds of a potted fern for his headdress.
But what will Abuela think about the mess he makes — and even more importantly, what will she think about how Julián sees himself? (Ages 4-8)
Papa, Daddy and Riley- Seamus Kirst
Riley is Papa’s princess and Daddy’s dragon. She loves her two fathers! When Riley’s classmate asks her which dad is her real one, Riley is confused. She
doesn’t want to have to pick one or the other.Families are made of love in this heartwarming story that shows there are lots of ways to be part of one.
(Ages 4-8)
Pride: The Story of Harvey Milk and the Rainbow Flag- Rob Sanders
In this deeply moving and empowering true story, young readers will trace the life of the Gay Pride Flag, from its beginnings in 1978 with social activist
Harvey Milk and designer Gilbert Baker to its spanning of the globe and its role in today's world. (Ages 5-10)
My Maddy- Gayle Pitman
Most mommies are girls. Most daddies are boys. But lots of parents are neither a boy nor a girl. Like my Maddy. My Maddy has hazel eyes which are
not brown or green. And my Maddy likes sporks because they are not quite a spoon or a fork. Some of the best things in the world are not one thing or
the other. They are something in between and entirely their own. Randall Ehrbar, PsyD, offers an insightful note with more information about parents
who are members of gender minority communities, including transgender, gender non-binary, or otherwise gender diverse people. (Ages 4-8)
Born Ready: A True Story of a Boy Named Penelope- Jodie Patterson
Penelope knows that he's a boy. (And a ninja.) The problem is getting everyone else to realize it.
In this exuberant companion to Jodie Patterson's adult memoir, The Bold World, Patterson shares her son Penelope's frustrations and triumphs on his
journey to share himself with the world. Penelope's experiences show children that it always makes you stronger when you are true to yourself and
who you really are. (Ages 4-8)
Calvin- JR and Vanessa Ford
Calvin has always been a boy, even if the world sees him as a girl. He knows who he is in his heart and in his mind but he hasn't yet told his family.
Finally, he can wait no longer: "I'm not a girl," he tells his family. "I'm a boy--a boy in my heart and in my brain." Quick to support him, his loving family
takes Calvin shopping for the swim trunks he's always wanted and back-to-school clothes and a new haircut that helps him look and feel like the boy
he's always known himself to be. As the first day of school approaches, he's nervous and the "what-ifs" gather up inside him. But as his friends and
teachers rally around him and he tells them his name, all his "what-ifs" begin to melt away. Inspired by the authors' own transgender child and
accompanied by warm and triumphant illustrations, this authentic and personal text promotes kindness and empathy, offering a poignant and
inclusive back-to-school message: all should feel safe, respected, and welcomed. (Ages 4-8)
Every Child Deserves…-Philip McAdoo & family
Every Child Deserves… is the first in a series of books dedicated to honoring the lives and stories of youth in foster care and LGBTQ families. Written by
Zaden and his two dads, this story is about the love, adventure and pure joy that every child deserves and gives voice, color and LIFE to the promise of
foster care, LGBTQ families and the hope that Every Child Deserves… (Ages 4-8)
The Flower Girl Wore Celery- Meryl G. Gordan
Emma can't wait for her cousin Hannah's wedding. She's going to be the flower girl. That means she'll wear a celery dress and walk down the aisle with
the ring bear, leading the way for the happy bride and groom. Or at least, that's what Emma assumes. But nothing turns out to be quite what she's
expecting, as Hannah's new spouse turns out to be another bride! (Ages 4-9)

